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On building a new relationship 
with Indigenous Peoples

This constituency mailer is unlike anything I 
have put out in the past. Like many of you, I 
am saddened, concerned, overwhelmed and 
shocked by the consequences of colonialism 
and residential schools. Last year, on National 
Indigenous Peoples Day, I made a personal 
pledge of reconciliation – a commitment 
to their history, their culture, and to the 
Calls for Action contained in The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission report.
Like many Canadians, much of this was new to 
me, and in particular, the depth and sincerity 
of all of the Calls to Action. Which is why this 
mailer is committed to providing Newmarket-
Aurora residents with a greater understanding 
– but by no means complete understanding 
– of The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
document. I encourage you read pages three 
and four, and to explore the links provided to 
the full report.
The journey to building a new relationship with 
Indigenous Peoples starts with a realization 
of the impact of colonialism and residential 
schools. There were 139 of these schools in 
Canada, involving 150,000 First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis children from ages 4 to 16. 
Residential schools were the product of many 
governments. They were a partnership of the 
federal government and Christian churches, 

with the intent of assimilating Indigenous 
Peoples. They removed children from their 
homes, and denied them their culture and 
language. These children suffered from 
abuse, neglect, and too often, death.
As a parent and grandparent, I cannot fathom 
this atrocity, knowing I might never see my 
children again. The anguish, pain and yes, hatred 
must have been overwhelming for Indigenous 
parents and children. Today we still have a crisis 
with their inappropriate overrepresentation in 
our penal institutions and the welfare system, 
and their diminished access to resources. 
Enhancing educational outcomes, including 
investing in digital services, for example, is 
critical to ensuring Indigenous youth do not 
continue to be left behind. 
In this document you’ll see a number of 
Indigenous books my constituency team have 
been reading. Education is one of the keys to 
truth and understanding. While many of us 
continue to search for how we can participate 
in the process of Truth and Reconciliation, 
let us begin by acknowledging our troubled 
history. And let us do so by sharing in their 
grief, while making a commitment to moving 
forward with Indigenous Peoples hand in 
hand, honouring the children who never 
made it home.
Let us commit to learning more about 
the recommendations of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and act on 
delivering them. Together we can reach out 
to Indigenous communities, and let them 
know we want to go forward with truth, trust 
and love in forging a better future.

Tony Van Bynen
Member of Parliament, Newmarket-Aurora

MP Tony Van Bynen speaking in the House 
of Commons on Orange Shirt Day 2020.
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I believe a new first has just occurred in 
Canada. Canada has been talking about 
all the Indigenous missing children from 
residential schools for years.
We now discover mass unmarked 
graves of these murdered and tortured 
Indigenous children. Newmarket, Ontario 
held a special ceremony this Canada Day at 
Fairy Lake in lieu of this discovery to show 
support and concern for our Indigenous 
Peoples. It was a lovely ceremony led by 
Status Indians.
I loved their theme that was of love and 
forgiveness. They asked for understanding. 
They asked that Canadians become aware 
of the facts and stand with them. Not lead 
them, not fix them, but listen to them and 
walk with them.
Thank you to our Mayor, Councillors, and 
MP who supported this ceremony.
– Written by Carol (Brant) Cologna,
Member of Mohawks Bay of Quinte

A ceremony of love, 
support, and concern



Recommended reads from Indigenous authors
Unsettling Canada
Authors: Arthur Manuel 
& Grand Chief Ronald M. 
Derrickson
Tony Van Bynen: This book 
provided a first-hand account 
of the challenges Indigenous 
Peoples endure in re-

establishing their rights as the First Nations. 
It talks about the conflict and challenges in 
their dialogue with the government, how 
the negotiations were heavily one-sided, 
based on the settlers values and focused 
on assimilation as the long-term solution.  I 
could feel what was happening as it was 
told. As I read it, I recalled the times of Prime 
Ministers Pierre Trudeau, Jean Chretien, and 
Stephen Harper, and what was accepted in 
those times. I now see it in a much different 
light, from the author’s perspective.

21 Things You May Not Know
about the Indian Act

Author: Bob Joseph
Tony Van Bynen: Easy 
informative reading that 
highlights many attitudes 
in managing the settler’s 
relationship with Indigenous 
Peoples through the content, 
revisions and intent of the 

Indian Act. I recall some of the implications 
and attitudes as I was growing up, but not 
understanding what it meant. Now I do, 
having read this book.  The author does a 
great job in explaining how this impacted 
Indigenous Peoples. He provides a thorough 
understanding, with the intent to helping 
start healing conversations.
Here is what I underlined in this book:
The original Royal Proclamation in 1763. “The 
idea of “nations” comes from King George III 

and his colonial government, and confirms 
the international convention of the day 
that colonizing countries should conduct 
government business with the inhabitants on 
a nation-to-nation basis and recognize the 
inhabitants as owners of the land”.

Split Tooth
Author: Tanya Tagaq
Laila: Split Tooth tells the 
story about the harsh and 
cold reality Inuit People in 
Canada face, one which is 
unfamiliar to most across the 
rest of the country. It’s raw, 

it’s sad, and parts may be triggering, but it’s 
filled with beautiful imagery and poetic prose.  
It’s a powerful, strange, difficult, and magical 
novel that is certainly not an easy read, but 
an emotional experience nonetheless. It has 
also been recommended to listen to this 
audiobook as it is powerfully read by the 
author herself, and includes throat singing 
performances.

The Inconvenient Indian
Author: Thomas King
Ian: The Inconvenient Indian 
demonstrates excellent 
writing – even humour – 
but given the weight of the 
subject one might be guilty 
of missing the significance 

of what he has to say.  What struck was that 
from our first encounters with Indigenous 
Peoples, the decision of ‘what to do with 
them’ has always been from either the 
settlers’ or government’s perspective.  
Indigenous people were seldom appreciated 
or asked for their insights.  One could only 
imagine how our society might be better 
if Indigenous values and insights had been 
included in policy decisions.

Five Little Indians
Author: Michelle Good
Maeve: Five Little Indians 
is an intense depiction of 
how life unfolds for five 
young people once they are 
out of residential school. 
This account of residential 

schools is personalized and meaningful, 
and shares the important lesson that 
trauma endured from residential schools 
continues to resonate through generations. 
I recommend this book for anyone and 
everyone to develop a further understanding 
of the lasting impacts of residential schools 
in Canada.
Farah: A quote that resonated with me: “I sat 
in front of the vanity mirror, looking at the 
reflection, this stranger. I looked close into 
my own eyes and saw a truth there I knew I 
would never be rid of.” pg. 76.

Moon of the Crusted Snow
Author: Waubgeshig Rice
Neil: Moon of the Crusted 
Snow takes place in a fictional, 
northern Anishinaabe 
community that suddenly 
goes dark. Suspense builds 
as all communications have 
ceased, and news from the 

south indicates that modern society – as we 
know it – is falling apart. The band council 
and a few residents struggle to maintain 
order, and eventually turn to the land and 
their traditional ways to help the community 
survive – and rebuild.
The story touches upon the challenges facing 
the Indigenous community in Canada, while 
emphasizing the enduring power of the 
“old ways.” Out of tragedy comes spirit and 
resilience.

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the 
importance of reliable, affordable and high-
speed internet as more people switch to 
working, learning and accessing essential 
services virtually. To achieve meaningful 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples, 
we must bridge the infrastructure gaps 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
communities.
The Government of Canada recently 
announced over $9.5 million in federal 
funding for 11 projects that will bring 
high-speed Internet to  connect 2,953 
underserved households in Indigenous 
Communities, including the Chippewas of 
Georgina Island.

Bridging the digital gap

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 
Call to Action 21 calls on the Government of 
Canada to provide funding to address the 
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
harms caused by the residential school 

system.
The government has 
invested in mental 
wellness services, 
substance use and 
suicide prevention, 
and crisis response for 
Indigenous Peoples.

The discoveries of children’s remains in 
former residential school sites across 
Canada are a triggering reminder to those 
who have suffered generational hardships 
and harm. A National Residential School 
Crisis Line has been set up to provide 
support to former Residential School 
students, and it can be accessed at 1-866-
925-4419.
Support may also be found through the 
Hope for Wellness Help Line at 1-855-242-
3310 or online at hopeforwellness.ca. Both 
are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Mental health supports now available



The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
came about as a process to uncover the past, 
as a means of dealing with the horrific legacy 
of forced assimilation, culture cancellation, 
and abuse caused by the residential school 
system.  Through Truth and Reconciliation, 
there was hope for a new relationship 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
peoples – one of respect and understanding, 
requiring an “awareness of the past, 
acknowledgement of the harm that has been 
inflicted, atonement for the causes, and an 
action to change behaviour.”(1)

Over the next two pages, I have included 
24 of the Truth and Reconciliation’s Calls 
to Action.  This is but a small sampling 
of the full 94.  I do so, to encourage you 
to begin the process of learning and 
supporting these Calls to Action.  While it 
is true that many of these are incomplete 
or “in progress,” you will also find some 
that have been achieved.  Of the 94 Calls to 
Action, 76 rest with the federal government.  
Regardless of which government is 
responsible, we must ensure the timely 
completion of all Calls to Action.

With support from constituents, built on 
a desire to build a new relationship with 
Indigenous Peoples – one of truth, respect, 
honour, partnership and love – we have the 
opportunity to move forward hand in hand 
into a new, bright future for Canada.
Miigwetch, thank you, merci.
(1) Canada’s Residential Schools:  Reconciliation  
Volume 6  page 10

For more information, view the full document 
online: https://bit.ly/TRC-calls-to-action

Where do we stand with the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commision’s 94 calls to action?

This bill received Royal Assent on June 21, 2019. The legislation affirms the right of Indigenous 
Peoples to exercise jurisdiction over child and family services.

The Government of Canada has made made investments totaling $2.6 billion over 5 years 
for primary and secondary education on reserve, to address immediate needs and keep 
pace with cost growth, and to develop language and cultural programming, literacy and 
numeracy.

The Government of Canada announced $815 million over 10 years, and $61.8 million ongoing 
in support of Indigenous post-secondary education to support First Nations post-secondary 
students and the development of regional education strategies, to support an Inuit-led post-
secondary strategy, and to support a Métis-Nation strategy.

This bill received Royal Assent on June 21, 2019. This legislation aims to reclaim, revitalize, 
strengthen and maintain Indigenous Languages in Canada.

The bill received Royal Assent on June 21, 2019. This legislation supports the meaningful 
implementation of Calls to Action 12, 14 and 15, and elements of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

On June 14, 2021, the first appointees to the new Office of the Commissioner of Indigenous 
Languages were announced.

On June 14, 2021, the Government of Canada announced that Indigenous Peoples, residential 
schools survivors, and their families can reclaim their Indigenous names on valid Canadian 
passports and certain valid Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada documents at no 
cost.

On June 21, 2019, Bill C-75 received Royal Assent. This legislation makes changes to the bail 
system to ensure unnecessary and onerous bail conditions are not imposed and to improve 
the jury selection system. The Government of Canada also invested in Indigenous community-
based programs that support initiatives that have been shown to reduce reoffending and 
address the root-causes of offending.

The Government of Canada released the National Action Plan to Address Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ People, intended to form the umbrella 
under which federal, provincial, and territorial and Indigenous partners, governments, and 
organizations will contribute their respective components.

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples legislation provides a 
roadmap for the Government of Canada and Indigenous Peoples to work together to fully 
implement the Declaration.

#4: Call upon the federal government to 
enact Aboriginal welfare legislation that 
establishes national standards for Aboriginal 
child apprehension and custody cases.

#8: Call upon the federal government to 
eliminate the discrepancy in federal education 
funding for First Nations children being 
educated on reserves, and those First Nations 
children being educated off reserves.

#11: Call upon the federal government to 
provide adequate funding to end the backlog of 
First Nations students seeking a post-secondary 
education.

#13: Call upon the federal government to 
acknowledge that Aboriginal rights include 
Aboriginal language rights.

#14: Call upon the federal government to enact 
an Aboriginal Languages Act that incorporates 
certain principles.

#15: Call upon the federal government to 
appoint, in consultation with Aboriginal groups, 
an Aboriginal Languages Commissioner.

#17: Call upon all levels of government to 
enable residential school survivors and their 
families to reclaim names changed by the 
residential school system.

#30: Call upon federal, provincial, and territorial 
governments to commit to eliminating the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal people in 
custody over the next decade, and to issue 
detailed annual reports that monitor and 
evaluate progress in doing so.

#41: Call upon the federal government, in 
consultation with Aboriginal organizations, to 
appoint a public inquiry into the causes of, and 
remedies for, the disproportionate victimization 
of Aboriginal women and girls.

#44: Call upon the Government of Canada to 
develop a national action plan, strategies, and 
other concrete measures to achieve the goals of 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. continued on next page



For more information and to view the full document online: https://bit.ly/TRC-calls-to-action

Calls to Action: where we now stand
In May 2021, $9.5 million in funding was provided to 21 projects that 
support the development, use and understanding of Indigenous law, and 
access to justice in accordance with the unique cultures of Indigenous 
Peoples and the changing conditions affecting Canadian justice policy.
Budget 2019 announced $126.6 million in fiscal year 2020 and 2021 
to establish a National Council for Reconciliation and endow it with 
initial operating capital.
Despite a request from our Prime Minister while meeting with the Pope, 
the Vatican has indicated that the Pope would not formally apologize 
for the Catholic Church’s role in the residential school system.

The government is working with the Council of Ministers of Education 
to enhance knowledge and awareness of First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis history and culture for teachers and students across Canada; 
with First Nations elementary and secondary education to enhance 
with language and culture investments to meet the specific needs of 
Indigenous students.
The Government of Canada launched the Canada Service Corps, 
developed with and for youth, to encourage youth to make a difference 
in the lives of Canadians by getting involved in service to communities. 
Budget 2019 announced $15.2 million over 3 years for an Indigenous 
youth pilot program delivered by Canadian Roots Exchange.
In 2018, the government provided $500,000 to the NCTR to assist 
them in commencing the development of a national student death 
register, in support of Call to Action 72. The work of the NCTR has 
progressed significantly but there is more to do. Over the next two 
years, Canada will provide $2.6 million to the NCTR to continue the 
development of the National Student Death Register.
The government is also providing up to $800,000 to the NCTR for 
work on an on-line cemeteries and burial site register, as called for in 
Call to Action 73.
Following engagement with communities, families and survivors, 
funding was announced in June 2021 to support identification, 
preservation and commemoration of burial sites.
The Government of Canada has provided $10 million to support the 
important work of the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, 
as announced by the Prime Minister in December 2016. This 
contribution will help to ensure that the history and legacy of 
Canada’s residential school system is remembered.
The bill received Royal Assent on June 3, 2021. Beginning this year, 
a new federal statutory holiday, the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation, will be observed on September 30 of each calendar year.
In Budget 2016, the government reinvested $675 million in CBC/ Radio 
Canada over 5 years, which has enabled it to undertake key Indigenous 
initiatives, such as creating additional Indigenous content and hiring 
local Indigenous staff in Yellowknife for the digitization of decades of 
audio programming in 8 Indigenous languages.

The federal government has invested $24.4 million to support Indigenous 
youth and sport initiatives, and $57 million to expand the use of sport for 
social development in more than 300 Indigenous communities.
The revised citizenship study guide for newcomers to Canada  will 
be released later this year and will reflect a more inclusive history of 
Indigenous Peoples and a recognition of their treaties and rights.

The Oath of Citizenship Bill (C-8) was adopted by Parliament on June 10, 
2021 and received Royal Assent on June 21, 2021.

#50: Call upon the federal government, in collaboration with 
Aboriginal organizations, to fund the establishment of Indigenous law 
institutes.

#54: Call upon the Government of Canada to provide multi-year 
funding for the National Council for Reconciliation.

#58: Call upon the Pope to issue an apology to Survivors, their 
families, and communities for the Roman Catholic Church’s role in 
the spiritual, cultural, emotional, physical, and sexual abuse of First 
Nations, Inuit, and Métis children in Catholic-run residential schools.
#62: Call upon the federal, provincial, and territorial governments, 
in consultation and collaboration with Survivors, Aboriginal peoples, 
and educators, to make appropriate curriculum changes to integrate 
indigenous knowledge, teaching and historical and contemporary 
contributions to Canada in education.

#66: Call upon the federal government to establish multi-year funding 
for community-based youth organizations to deliver programs on 
reconciliation, and establish a national network to share information and 
best practices.

#72: Call upon the federal government to allocate sufficient resources 
to the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation to allow it to 
develop and maintain the National Residential School Student Death 
Register.

#73: Call upon the federal government to work with churches, Aboriginal 
communities, and former residential school students to establish and 
maintain an online registry of residential school cemeteries.
#75: Call upon the federal government to develop and implement 
strategies and procedures for the ongoing identification, maintenance, 
and protection of residential school cemeteries.
#78: Call upon the Government of Canada to commit to making a 
funding contribution to assist communities to research and produce 
histories of their own residential school experience and their 
involvement in truth, healing and reconciliation.

#80: Call upon the federal government, in collaboration with Aboriginal 
peoples, to establish, as a statutory holiday, a National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation to honour Survivors, their families, and communities.

#84: Call upon the federal government to restore and increase 
funding to the CBC/Radio-Canada, to enable Canada’s national public 
broadcaster to support reconciliation, and be properly reflective of the 
diverse cultures, languages, and perspectives of Aboriginal peoples.

#90: Call upon the federal government to ensure that national sports 
policies, programs, and initiatives are inclusive of Aboriginal peoples.

#93: Call upon the government to revise the information kit for newcomers 
to Canada and its citizenship test to reflect a more inclusive history.

#94: Call upon the Government of Canada to replace the Oath of 
Citizenship.


